
I 
f you think a hot pickup is 
that chick or dude you met 

at the bar, you’re not a guitar 
player. In the rock world, a 
pickup converts the vibration 
of a string into an electric sig-
nal. OK, so it’s not as exciting 
as the bar scene, but it makes 
a major impact on your guitar 
sound — with no STD risk! 
 
The sound you get from your 
choice of pickups depends on 2 
things: the characteristics of 
the pickups themselves, plus 
the pickup’s position on your 
guitar. 
 

Up to the 70s, most electric 
guitars used the same pickups 
in all positions, so it was posi-
tion alone that created differ-
ent sounds. Nowadays, it’s 
more common to combine dif-
ferent pickup types, using hot-
ter pickups in the bridge posi-
tion. 
 

Your choice of pickups can be 

confusing, starting with the dif-
ference between a single coil and a 
humbucking pickup. The basic de-
sign of a pickup is a magnet 
wrapped with wire in a coil configu-
ration. The metal strings interact 
with the magnetic field to produce 
a voltage in the coil. A humbucker 
is not, as some believe, a gay rodeo 
cowboy, but simply two single coils 
placed side by side. The humbucker 
“reads” a much larger section of 
the string than a single coil. The 
sound produced by a humbucker is 
typically “fatter” with  less “hum”. 
 

Pickup factors affecting the tone 
include the number of windings, 
how close to the strings they’re 
placed and the magnetic material 
used. Popular opinion says that the 
Alnico II magnet produces a sweet, 
vintage sound, while Alnico V is a 
little stronger and gives a 
brighter, more attacking tone, 
ideal for rock. 
 

Your guitar’s character is deter-
mined greatly by the type of woods 
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Picking Pickups 

McNally Smith Students! Show your student ID for a 10% discount  
on any purchase at CAPITOL GUITARS! 

used in its construction, construc-
tion methods, string gauges, ef-
fects, amps, overdrive level and 
speakers. 
 

Cheap pickups are often micro-
phonic (subject to feedback) and 
have poor clarity. If you have a 
cheaper guitar, replacing the pick-
ups with professional units can 
make a big difference. 



ATTENTION LOCAL 

BANDS!!! 
 

Bring Us Your CDs or DVDs!!! 
 
If your band has a CD or DVD, we’ll help you sell it. 

Just bring in a few copies to Capitol Guitars. We’ll 

take them on consignment, display ithemt and pay 

you for the copies we sell.   

JOIN OUR HONOR ROLL OF 

FEATURED LOCAL BANDS! 

Invasion EarthInvasion EarthInvasion EarthInvasion Earth    

Kronk 

Streetwise Professors 

The ComeThe ComeThe ComeThe Come----OnsOnsOnsOns    

Vertigo Joe 
MOMMY SEZ NO 

LESSONS FROM 
CAPITOL GUITARS 

 

Custom tailored  

to meet YOUR  

needs and interests! 
 

WEEKLY LESSONS 

$17 PER 1/2 HOUR 
 

Call for info 
and availability! 
651-225-8888 

REPAIRS FROM 
CAPITOL GUITARS 
 

• Setups 
• Electronics 
• Pickup Installs 
• Bridge Adjustments 
• Tube Testing/Replacement 
• Head Stock Repair 
• Fret Leveling/Replacement 
 

On Time  —  On Budget 
Free Estimates 

651-225-8888 
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CAPITOL GUITARS 

features these fine brand names: 
GUITARS: Jackson, Schecter, Washburn, ESP, Michael Kelly, OLP, Sparrow 
BASSES: Traben, Jackson, Schecter, Washburn, ESP, Michael Kelly, OLP 
AMPS: Marshall, Randall, Ampeg, Orange, SWR, Krank 
PICKUPS: Seymour Duncan, DiMarzio, EMG, B-Band    

“Dude! This St. Paul  
guitar store rocks!” 

Minneapolis Star Tribune article  
about Capitol Guitars, March 19, 2007 

Coming Soon! 

SPARROW GUITARS 
 

We’re proud to be Minnesota’s  
EXCLUSIVE SPARROW GUITAR 

DEALER! 

 

Check out the 
Stunning hot rod graphics and  

rock ‘n’ roll stylings at 
www.sparrowguitars.com. 

 

Then come in and check out 
the sound, the feel and the tone of this 

unique, quality line of  
CUSTOMIZED GUITARS. 

 

AVAILABLE ONLY AT  

CAPITOL GUITARS!!  



NORTH STAR NORTH STAR NORTH STAR NORTH STAR Roller Girls    
NOW AT THE MINNEAPOLIS CONVENTION CENTER! 
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NORTH STARNORTH STARNORTH STARNORTH STAR    

ROLLER GIRLSROLLER GIRLSROLLER GIRLSROLLER GIRLS    

2007200720072007----2008200820082008    

SEASON SCHEDULESEASON SCHEDULESEASON SCHEDULESEASON SCHEDULE    

(Only  2 Dates Left!)(Only  2 Dates Left!)(Only  2 Dates Left!)(Only  2 Dates Left!)    
    

Minneapolis Minneapolis Minneapolis Minneapolis     

Convention centerConvention centerConvention centerConvention center    

    
    

April 26th 
May 17th    

Each action-packed Saturday night includes full 
bar, rockin’ live halftime entertainment and DJs 
from Radio K.  
 

Advance Tix: $10 General; $12 Trackside 
At the Door: $12 and $14 
(Children 10 and under FREE) 

Doors open at 6:30 

TICKETS AVAILABLE ATTICKETS AVAILABLE ATTICKETS AVAILABLE ATTICKETS AVAILABLE AT    

CAPITOL GUITARS CAPITOL GUITARS CAPITOL GUITARS CAPITOL GUITARS     
or www.northstarrollergirls.com 

EXCHANGE YOUR USED STUFF FOR USED CASH! 

C 
apitol Guitars knows the importance 
of used gear. We know that as your 

talent and experience grows, so does your 
need to upgrade your equipment. We also 
understand that sometimes your financial 
situation sometimes dictates that your 
need for some immediate ka-ching might 
mean you need to swap your expensive gear 
for some ready cash. Or maybe, as your 
significant other might put it, you’ve just 
got Too. Much. Goddam. Stuff. 
 

You’re in luck! Capitol Guitars is always in 
the market for Used Stuff. Guitars, 
basses, amps, pedals — we pay cash for 
gear that we can sell. It’s a win-win-win 
deal. You get the $$$ you need, we make a 
little profit (hopefully), and someone out  
there who needs what you don’t gets a  
good deal. 

Give us a call (651-225-8888) or bring in   
your stuff today. We’ll tell you what it’s 
worth. You’ll have your choice of selling it 
outright to us or trading it in on something 
on your wish list (we can be even  more 
generous on trade-ins). 

BRING IN YOUR USED GEAR FOR A FREE APPRAISAL! 

USED GEAR JUST IN! 
 

USA JACKSON RR1 Black with Ghost 
Flames. EMG 81/85 pickups. Capitol Price 
just $1699 (with hardshell case). 
 

HUGHES & KETTNER WARP-X HEAD 
120 watts/all tube. Like New! Only $1250! 
 

GIBSON ‘56 LES PAUL GOLDTOP RE-
ISSUE. Near Mint! Rare 1995 Model. Capi-
tol Guitars Special Price Only $2100 
(with hardshell case). 
 



Les Paul and Roy Buchanan and 
soon realized that greatness de-
pended on both  his talent and 
the guitar itself. 
 
 

At Les Paul’s suggestion, he went 
to England in the late sixties 
where he worked in the Repair 
and R&D Departments at the 
Fender Soundhouse in London. 
There he worked with guys like 
Jimmy Page, George Harrison, 
Eric Clapton, Pete Townshend, 
Jimi Hendrix, Peter Frampton, 
and his own particular Guitar 
Hero, Jeff Beck. 
 
His work with Beck in particular  

“S 
eymour” is an unlikely 
name for a rock and roll 

legend. But in the case of Sey-
mour Duncan, it’s the name be-
hind some of the world’s most 
identifiable guitar tones. 
   

Seymour W. Duncan started out 
as a guitarist and guitar repair-
man, growing up in the fifties and 
sixties — right at the time when 
the electric guitar was growing 
up. Like Les Paul, he was as fasci-
nated by the mechanics behind 
the electric guitar as he was 
with performing. 
  

Early on in his playing career, he 
spent time with musicians like 

CAPITOL GUITARS is the premier store catering to the metal 
and rock musician. We talk your language and understand 
what you’re looking for. Stop in, look around and talk to 
us — or visit us on the web at www.capitolguitars.com 
— or check out our eBay Store! 

 

THIS MONTH’S NEW PRODUCT SPECIAL 
 

SEYMOUR DUNCAN P-RAILS 
 

Until now, if you wanted a humbucker, P-90, and vintage Strat tones, you’d have to haul three guitars to the gig. 
Enter P-Rails! It’s a full-size humbucker that slips to either a full-size P-90 OR a special Alnico-powered single 

coil rail pickup. The humbucker sound is full and expansive, owing to the mismatched coil configuration. The P-
90 is super fit. And the rail coils, when used together, sound like the “2” and “4” positions in a great Strat. 

 

 

OPEN LATE 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Mon-Fri 11:00 am-10:00 pm 
Saturday 11:00 am-9:00 pm 
Sunday 11:00 am-7:00 pm 

 

534 ST. PETER STREET   ST. PAUL 
CALL FOR DIRECTIONS 

651-225-8888 
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WHO (WHAT?) IS A SEYMOUR DUNCAN? 

helped him hone his pickup wind-
ing skills. You can hear some of 
his signature pickup tones on 
Jeff’s early solo albums. 
 

Seymour came back to the 
States, settled in California, and, 
in 1978, started his own com-
pany, Seymour Duncan Pickups. 
Their products are used by most 
of today’s most discerning and 
diverse players, from Aerosmith 
to ZZ Top. 
 

Seymour Duncan’s latest venture 
is the Antiquity and Antiquity II 
Series, which produce the genu-
ine sound and vibe of pickups 
made in the 50s and 60s. 

Special Price $89.95 
IN STOCK NOW AT  
CAPITOL GUITARS! 


