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Special Points of Interest:

e If you DON'T WANT TO CONTINUE TO RECEIVE our monthly newsletter, just e-
mail us (news@capitolguitars.com) and write “Stop™ in the subject line.

« If you know SOMEONE ELSE who would enjoy this newsletter, just e-mail us
(news@capitolguitars.com), write “/Add” in the subject line and give us their e-mail address(es).

USED, NOT ABUSED

0 what's a better choice

— buying a new guitar or a
used one? As with so many
questions, the answer is a re-
sounding, unequivocal “It de-
pends.”

Start with the basics. Why is a
used guitar for sale in the first
place? Maybe the previous
owner “traded up” to a differ-
ent axe. Maybe he/she needed
cash money. Maybe his/her
significant other said/shrieked
“You've got too many of those
goddam things.” Maybe it
turned out not to be a fit for
their playing style. Or maybe
its a brokedown lemon. Each
reason (except for the last
one) can mean it's your lucky
day.

The upside of buying used cen-
ters on price. Like a used car, a
guitar loses about 25% of its
value the minute you take it
home and plug it in. The down-
sides include the fact that

your choice is limited. You can't
price shop among dealers, and you
can't count on the instrument being
available next week or next month.
Used guitars also don't have the
same warranty protection you get
when buying new. Some dealers
might have a return policy (Capitol
Guitars has a 14-day return policy),
but most times it's caveat emptor.

If youre technologically savvy,
your risk is reduced a lot. 1T you're
not, you should have an experi-
enced friend go along with you.

The first thing to check is the
condition of the neck. Look down
the neck as if it were a gun sight.
You can also hold down the first
string on the 1st and 12th fret.
The string should be parallel with
the neck to check for any bowing.
Then check to see if the neck can
be adjusted by the truss rod. You'll
also want to see if the neck is se-
curely attached to the body. Then
try it out, adjusting the volume
controls and listening for any pop-
ping or scratching sounds.

Your best bet is to buy a used
guitar from a dealer you trust. A
pawn shop may not see you as a
repeat customer; a good guitar
store does. The guitar store also
typically doesn't stock schlocky
instruments to begin with —
they've got a reputation to main-
tain. The guitar store experts
also understand the marketplace
and know what constitutes a fair
market price on a given guitar.
They can also often tell you about
the previous owner and how much
any repairs might cost, if any.

The bottom line? Go ahead and
buy used — just be sure you don't
get abused.
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LESSONS FROM
||| CAPITOL GUITARS |||

Custom tailored
to meet YOUR "
needs and interests!

WEEKLY LESSONS |||
$17 PER 1/2 HOUR

call for info |||
||| and avarlability!
651-225-8888 M
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GENTLY USED BARGAINS |

REPAI RS FROM

Rare 90’s Jackson Roswell Rhoads. CAPITOL GUITARS
Black finish with crop circle inlays; |
- e Setups
original hardshell case. Spectacularly )
e Electronics

priced at just $999 (includes braggin’

m,
rights).

EVH 5150 Half Stack. Like new!
White Tolex. New price $3100. OUR
PRICE: An incredible bargain at only
$1899.

Krank Rev Jr. Head. All-tube mini-
head. Chrome grill upgrade. 20 watts
of doom for just $399!!

Bring in your used gear — We're buying!

Pickup Installs

Bridge Adjustments

Tube Testing/Replacement
Head Stock Repair

Fret Leveling/Replacement

On Time — On Budget |||

Free Estimates

651-225-8888

=l

CAPITOL GUITARS
features these fine brand names:
GUITARS: Jackson, Schecter, Washburn, ESP, Michael Kelly, OLP, Sparrow
BASSES: Traben, Jackson, Schecter, Washburn, ESP, Michael Kelly, OLP
AMPS: Marshall, Randall, Ampeg,
PICKUPS: Seymour Duncan, DiMarzio, EMG, B-Band

Orange, SWR, Krank, Eden
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Music Career? Get Serious!

f music is your passion and
you want to make it your ca-
reer, you need to consider
McNally Smith College of Music.

McNally Smith College of Music
was founded in 1985 in Minnea-
polis by Jack McNally and Doug
Smith. The school moved to a
larger, customized, state-of-
the-art campus in St. Paul in
2001; four years later the name
was changed from Musictech.

“Personalized” is a key element
in McNally Smith's approach to
your music career. That should-
n't be a surprise — after all, it's
individuality that makes music
professionals stand out.

The College offers both bache-
lor's degree and Associate pro-
grams in four different areas of
concentration: Music Perform-
ance, Technology, Music Business
and — their latest area — Com-
position & Songwriting. These
can be combined and personal-
ized to give you a choice that
fits your career needs.

For example, under Music Per-
formance, you can major in voice,
brass & woodwinds, keyboard,
guitar, bass or percussion.
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McNally Smith’s Fall Semester
starts September 9! Register now!

mcnallysmith

COLLEGE 0f MUSIC

You can also choose to pursue a
Bachelor of Music in Perform-
ance with a minor in either Mu-
sic Business or Music Produc-
tion or an Associate of Applied
Science or an Associate of
Fine Arts, either one with an
emphasis in Music Perform-
ance. The key in all areas of
concentration is to let you
capitalize on your individual
talents, experience and inter-
ests to help you get the maxi-
mum return on your educa-
tional investment.

Education at McNally Smith is
a blended combination of small
group classes and one-on-one
instruction and mentoring by
highly qualified instructors.
You'll enjoy the fact that
you're immediately immersed in
hands-on practical challenges
that build on your current skill
level and propel you to the pro-
fessional level you need to suc-
ceed in the music industry.

The best way to get an appre-
ciation for what McNally
Smith can do for you is by
taking as tour. We did that
earlier this month. Our tour
guide was Cory White from
the admissions office. Cory,
like most of the folks there,
is a practicing musician him-
self, so he talks from experi-
ence as well as knowledge.

The facilities are impressive.
State-of-the-art (and expen-
sive!l) technology — both ana-
log and digital — throughout
makes sure students learn the
best from the best.

Equally valuable for students
is the advantage you'll get
from the networking and in-
dustry contact opportunities,
thanks to their great reputa-
tion in the music biz. Like the
man says, “lIt ain't what you
know, it's who you know.” At
McNally Smith, you get both.
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CAPITOL GUITARS is the premier store catering to the metal
and rock musician. We talk your language and understand
what you're looking for. Stop in, look around and talk to
us — or visit us on the web at www.capitolguitars.com
— or check out our eBay Store!

OPEN LATE 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Fri 11:00 am-10:00 pm
Saturday 11:00 am-9:00 pm

Sunday 11:00 am-7:00 pm

534 ST. PETER STREET ST. PAUL
CALL FOR DIRECTIONS

651-225-8888

THIS MONTH'S NEW PRODUCT SPECIAL
Marshall 1959RR Limited Edition

Randy Rhoads Full Stack
Oonly 150 made worldwide!!!

The Marshall Limited Edition Randy Rhoads Tribute Full
Stack includes an all-tube 100W Super Lead head modified
to the exact specifications of Rhoads’ original amp. The
Rhoads family unlocked the vault to Rhoads’ amp and al-
lowed Marshall’s engineers to diagram the original modified '
circuitry. They duplicated Randy’s modifications exactly for |
the 1959RR. Includes limited edition white 1960A and 19608 | ,

speaker cabinets.
Make sure you play this amp right . . . Crank it UP!

INn Stock Now for $4499!

McNally Smith

RIVER ROCKS Music Festival
September 19-20

National rock stars team with local performers at this
year’s spectacular RIVER ROCKS MUSIC FESTIVAL
at Harriet Island in St. Paul.

NATIONAL HEADLINERS include O.A.R., the Roots,
Jakob Dylan, Mike Doughty, Ozamatil and Live.

LOCAL ACTS include the Alarmists, Heiruspecs, Martin
Devaney and White lron Band.

In addition, a separate stage will host students, alumni
and faculty from McNally Smith College of Music. Half
the proceeds from the Festival will benefit the McNally
Smith Foundation.

The two-day extravaganza costs $60 at the gate. Ad-
vance ticket discount plans range from $15 to $45. For
details,, go to riverrocksmusicfestival.com/tickets.

mcnallysmith

COLLEGE of MUSIC

McNally Smith
Students!

Show your student ID for a
10% discount
on any purchase!




