
6666    of course, is the obvious answer — unless your 

brain’s been fried for reasons we 

don’t want to know about and you 

can’t count higher than two. But here 

are some other answers that are 

equally correct. 

1111     Very rarely, you’ll hear a one-
string guitar, especially if you’re a 

fan of the Delta blues. In the 1930s 

and 40s, a regional player named 

Eddie “One String” Jones had some 
success, and in the 1950s Little Wil-
lie Joe invented the Unitar and 
scored a hit R&B record with 

“Twitchy.” 

4444     Tiny Grimes is the best-
known four-string guitar player — he 

omits the bottom two strings. Deron 
Miller of CKY also plays a four-
string guitar, but he removes the 

two highest strings. 

7777     You can find both electric and 
classical seven-string guitars, usually 

with a low B string added above the 

low E.  The seven-string electric was 

popularized in the 80s by Steve Vai 
and more recently by Korn, Fear 
Factory, Nevermore and other hard 
rock and metal bands. 

8888     Eight-stringers are rare. 
Charlie Hunter plays one from No-
vax guitars and Trey Gunn (ex King 
Crimson) has a signature line from 
Warr Guitars, the largest manufac-

turer of eight-string guitars. 

9999     Josh Smith of The Fucking 
Champs plays a nine-string, with two 
G, B and high E strings. 

12 Twelve-string guitars 
use six pairs of strings, usually with 

each pair tuned to the same note. 

Special Points of Interest: 

• If you DON’T WANT TO CONTINUE TO RECEIVE our monthly newsletter, just e-mail us 
(news@capitolguitars.com) and write “Stop” in the subject line. 

• If you know SOMEONE ELSE who would enjoy this newsletter, just e-mail us 
(news@capitolguitars.com), write “Add” in the subject line and give us their e-mail address(es). 
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The extra E, A, D and G strings 

add a note one octave above and 

the extra B and E strings are in 

unison. The pairs of strings are 

played together, creating a much 

fuller tone. They’re used almost 

solely to play harmony and 

rhythm. George Harrison of the 
Beatles and Roger McGuinn of 
The Byrds brought the twelve-
string to rock and roll. 
 

So: How many strings on YOUR 
guitar? Maybe you should count 

them again, just to make sure. 

Don’t miss the McNally Smith Minnesota Music FestivalMcNally Smith Minnesota Music FestivalMcNally Smith Minnesota Music FestivalMcNally Smith Minnesota Music Festival    

September 21-22 on Harriet Island!!!  Details inside! 

How Many Strings on YOUR Guitar? 



H 
arriet Island will be 

rockin’ on September 21 

and 22 with the First Annual 

MCNALLY SMITH MINNE-

SOTA MUSIC FESTIVAL. It’s 

a premier showcase of the 

best performers on the local 

music scene.  

ATTENTION LOCAL BANDS!!! 
 

Bring Us Your CDs or DVDs!!! 
 
If your band has recorded a CD or DVD, we’ll help you sell it. Just bring in a few copies to Capitol 

Guitars. We’ll take it on consignment, display it and pay you for any copies we sell.   

LESSONS FROM 
CAPITOL GUITARS 

 

Custom tailored  

to meet YOUR  

needs and interests! 
 

WEEKLY LESSONS 

$17 PER 1/2 HOUR 
 

Call for info 
and availability! 
651-225-8888 

CAPITOL GUITARS 
USED GEAR JUST IN! 

 

IBANEZ AX7221 Guitar. SEVEN 
STRING MODEL! Gun metal gray finish. 
An economical way to try your hand at a 7 

string guitar. Just $229 w/free setup. 
 

Mesa Rectifier. 2 X 12 Speaker Cabi-
net. Hard-to-find “over/under” design. 

Celestion Vintage 30 speakers. Great 

sound for only $399. 
 

1989 FENDER ‘57 Reissue P-
Bass. Black with gold pickguard. Near 
mint! Includes original Tweed case with 

ALL case candy. Only $1,399. 
Our used gear selection changes all the 

time. Check us out often! 

REPAIRS FROM 
CAPITOL GUITARS 
 

• Setups 
• Electronics 
• Pickup Installs 
• Bridge Adjustments 
• Tube Testing/Replacement 
• Head Stock Repair 
• Fret Leveling/Replacement 
 

On Time  —  On Budget 
Free Estimates 

651-225-8888 
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Tickets Available at 
www.ticketworks.com 

 

Advance  

$25 one day; $35 both days 
 

At the Festival: 

$30 one day; $40 both days 
 

BUY EARLY — SAVE $$$! 

CAPITOL GUITARS 

features these fine brand names: 
GUITARS: Jackson, Schecter, Washburn, ESP, Michael Kelly, OLP 
BASSES: Traben, Jackson, Schecter, Washburn, ESP, Michael Kelly, OLP 
AMPS: Marshall, Randall, Ampeg, Orange, SWR 
PICKUPS: Seymour Duncan, DiMarzio, EMG, B-Band    

PERFORMING! 
SOUL ASYLUM 
GOLDEN SMOG 
MARTIN ZELAR 
THE HOPEFULS 

THE HONEYDOGS 
ROMANTICA 

WHITE LIGHT RIOT 
THIS WORLD FAIR 

BROTHER ALI 

McNally Smith Minnesota Music Festival 
A Two-Day Extravaganza!     Sept. 21-22     Harriet Island  

www.minnesotamusicfestival.com  

PERFORMING! 
DAN ISRAEL & 

THE CULTIVATORS 
QUIETDRIVE 

ALLISON SCOTT 
HAR MAR SUPERSTAR 
MINT CONDITION 
NEW CONGRESS 
with DESDEMONA 
TIM MAHONEY 



sic people are drawn to. All radio can do 
is provide the media rather than ignore it. 
Radio has to understand that people come 
to music to relate to it. For some, music is 
a comfort and a way to temporarily es-
cape the realities of life. Why does anyone 
go see Blink 182 or any other group? They 
relate to what it is they have to say — 
their message. Radio currently does not 
give you any choice. What we’ve lost in 
radio is the feeling of choice. We feel at 
times as though we’ve settled, and some-
one else is in control of our lives. 
 

It’s the innovators who aren’t afraid to fail 
that will prevail in this time where every-
thing is constantly changing. Radio right 
now is a way of business and nobody is 
passionate about paying far too much 
money to hear an artist play at a venue 
that Clear Channel owns. They want what 
is real. Until the divide between company 
and listener starts to close, radio will be 
nothing but background noise. The listen-
ers are made to listen to manufactured 
performances by people concerned about  

In Part 1 (see the August issue of the No 
BULLetin, available on the Capitol Guitars 
web site), Andre states that “Radio has be-
come a marketing maniac and not a place to 
play any sort of quality music.” Here he con-
tinues to make his point. 

M 
aybe the blame should be placed on 
non-music based executives for the 

decline in radio. The accountants are the 
ones who have got the whole industry 
focused on the wrong thing: They will 
come up with contests and ways to moti-
vate you to spend money. 
 

Another problem is the attempt to go 
back to what once worked. This is impos-
sible. Whenever there exists a problem, 
the only way to fix it is to go forward and 
work through it. Problems like this have 
arisen more than once. Creativity will be 
the key in alleviating some of these prob-
lems. Any one company or person won’t 
fix these problems. Because music and 
radio are reflections of the times, it will be 
hard to change society and our culture. 
No one will be able to change which mu-

CAPITOL GUITARS is the premier store catering to the metal 
and rock musician. We talk your language and understand 
what you’re looking for. Stop in, look around and talk to 
us — or visit us on the web at www.capitolguitars.com 
— or check out our eBay Store! 

McNally Smith  
Students! 

Show your student ID 
for a 10% discount ! 

THIS MONTH’S NEW PRODUCT SPECIAL 

JACKSON PRO SERIES RR24 GUITARJACKSON PRO SERIES RR24 GUITARJACKSON PRO SERIES RR24 GUITARJACKSON PRO SERIES RR24 GUITAR    
THE REAL METAL DEAL THE REAL METAL DEAL THE REAL METAL DEAL THE REAL METAL DEAL ———— DELIVERS THE GOODS IN THE  DELIVERS THE GOODS IN THE  DELIVERS THE GOODS IN THE  DELIVERS THE GOODS IN THE     
SPIRIT OF ITS LEGENDARY NAMESAKE!SPIRIT OF ITS LEGENDARY NAMESAKE!SPIRIT OF ITS LEGENDARY NAMESAKE!SPIRIT OF ITS LEGENDARY NAMESAKE!    
The RR24 RANDY RHOADS guitar is a 24-fret no-nonsense neck- 
through-body monster with a single, brutal EMG 81 humbucking  
bridge pickup, ebony fingerboard, Floyd Rose tremolo, single  
volume knob and black hardware. BEWARE! 

ROCK LIKE A LEGEND FOR JUST ROCK LIKE A LEGEND FOR JUST ROCK LIKE A LEGEND FOR JUST ROCK LIKE A LEGEND FOR JUST $1,225$1,225$1,225$1,225!!!!    
(includes free setup) 

White with Black Bevels In Stock at CAPITOL GUITARS 

Other colors available on order: Black w/Red Bevels; Black w/Yellow Bevels 

OPEN LATE 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Mon-Fri 11:00 am-10:00 pm 
Saturday 11:00 am-9:00 pm 
Sunday 11:00 am-7:00 pm 

 

534 ST. PETER STREET   ST. PAUL 
CALL FOR DIRECTIONS 

651-225-8888 

Andre’s Treehouse: Is Radio a Commercial  
for Commercials? Part 2 
A monthly column from Andre Fischer, Dean of Music  

Industries, McNally Smith College of Music 

CHECK OUT THESE SITES!  
http://www.recordproduction.com/andre-fischer.html OR www.mcnallysmith.edu 
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fame and fortune, not communication, expla-
nation and expression. The executives are 
responsible for what Generation Next isn’t 
hearing. Radio has stolen the feeling of 
choice and the next generation is seeing 
right through it. By listening to the radio, 
they are not feeling like they’re getting their 
ears on something special. They’re feeling 
just like everybody else. I feel very strongly 
about how poorly radio is reflecting our 
society of which we are all a part. Until radio 
can realize this disconnection, no one will be 
happy. After all, radio is meant to be the 
backdrop of our lives. Right now, the back-
drop to our lives is the color green. 
 

Need to know more? You can contact me 
by e-mail: afischer@mcnallysmith.edu. 
 

As I always say, “Don’t get me started!” Stay 
tuned and we’ll talk again. 


